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City of Woodbury
City Council Meeting Agenda
Virtual Meeting
Link: https://bit.ly/2RFTuji
September 23, 2020
Virtual Waiting Room Opens 6:00 p.m.
Meeting starts 6:30 p.m.


The meeting of September 23, 2020 was called to order by Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty at 6:32 pm. Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a Moment of Reflection.
  
Open Public Meeting Statement
Ms. Swanson read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement. This is a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Woodbury.  Due notice of this meeting provided to the press and public by posting and publication of Resolution #20-05 adopted at the 2020 Reorganization Meeting on January 7, 2020. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Orders No. 107 and 108, which took effect on March 21, 2020. Due to these Executive Orders the City of Woodbury has made it possible for public participation in City Business via an electronic format as defined in the Open Public Meetings. The agenda for tonight’s meeting is being displayed on your screen. Or if you prefer, it can be found on the City of Woodbury’s website at www.woodbury.nj.us. Ms. Swanson then gave instruction on how the public sessions would be run, to ensure everyone who wishes to speak has a chance to do so. 

Roll Call:
Present: Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman McIlvaine, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Councilman Johnson, Councilman Merinuk, Mayor Floyd, Councilwoman Carter 
Absent: Council President Parker
Others Present: Acting City Clerk, Cassidy Swanson; Solicitor, Timothy Scaffidi; City Administrator, Franklin Brown; Housing Official, John Leech; CFO, Robert Law; Police Chief, Thomas Ryan; Engineer, Erika Vardaxis

Minutes  
Councilman Fleming made a motion to approve the minutes of September 9th seconded by, Councilwoman O’Connor Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Land Sale
Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty explained the land sale auction, and how the City Council meeting will go into a recess during the land sale auction. The City Council Meeting will resume once the land sale is complete, and resolutions for the land sale will go on the next City Council Meeting, on October 14th. 

Open to the Public for Agenda Items
Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty stated the meeting will be opened to the public for agenda items only. Since the meeting is being held virtually and some individuals are calling in, Ms. Swanson will read the agenda items aloud. Ms. Swanson then read the titles of the Resolutions. Ms. Swanson went on to give instructions again on how the public can be heard at this time. Councilman McIlvaine made a motion to open to the public, seconded by Councilman Johnson. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Hearing no one, Councilman Johnson made a motion to close to the public, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.

Councilman McIlvaine made a motion to recess for the land sale, seconded by Councilman Fleming. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. City Council entered recess at 6:45 pm.

Councilman McIlvaine made a motion to return to open session, seconded by Councilman Johnson. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. City Council returned to open session at 6:57 pm via the continuation of the zoom meeting. 

Resolutions, Ordinances 
ORDINANCE NO. 2331-20 AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND ESTABLISH SALARIES AND RATE OF COMPENSATION ON THE VARIOUS OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY IN THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, AND TO PROVIDE THE MANNER OF PAYMENT THEREOF AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT HEREWITH Councilman McIlvaine presented the above titled ordinance. Ms. Swanson read the title of the ordinance. Councilman Johnson asked how many Sergeants, Corporals and Detectives are in the Police Department. Mr. Brown  and Chief Ryan responded. Councilman McIlvaine made a motion to adopt on second reading seconded by Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved by a unanimous roll call vote.
CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCE NO. 2331-20 AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND ESTABLISH SALARIES AND RATE OF COMPENSATION ON THE VARIOUS OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY IN THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, AND TO PROVIDE THE MANNER OF PAYMENT THEREOF AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT HEREWITH

RESOLUTION NO. 20-133 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0822-33-002-009 HELD BY BJL BLUE POINT, INC. FOR THE LICENSING PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH 
JUNE 30, 2021
 
RESOLUTION NO. 20-134 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0822-32-004-011 HELD BY AS BOYAL LLC FOR THE LICENSING PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

RESOLUTION NO. 20-135 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0822-33-001-006 HELD BY COLONIAL WOODBURY, LLC FOR THE LICENSING PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

RESOLUTION NO. 20-136 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0822-33-003-010 HELD BY CB WOODBURY, LLC FOR THE LICENSING PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH 
JUNE 30, 2021

RESOLUTION NO. 20-137 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE DISTRIBUTION LICENSE NO. 0822-44-006-009 HELD BY BKK, LLC FOR THE LICENSING PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

RESOLUTION NO. 20-138 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE DISTRIBUTION LICENSE NO. 0822-44-005-006 HELD BY J & D’s DISCOUNT LIQUOR GALLERY, INC. FOR THE LICENSING PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021
 
RESOLUTION NO. 20-139 RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF CLUB LICENSE NO. 0822-31-010-001 HELD BY WILLIAM STOKES BONSAL POST 133 AMERICAN LEGION FOR THE LICENSING PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2020 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

RESOLUTION NO. 20-140 RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY APPROVING A CONTRACT WITH THE CAPTAIN OF THE WOODBURY POLICE DEPARTMENT
END CONSENT AGENDA

Councilman McIlvaine asked if there were any complaints in the last 12 months against any of the liquor licensees. Chief Ryan responded. Councilman Johnson asked if there is typically a Police Captain contract, and if not, why now. Mr. Brown responded. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as read at the beginning of the meeting, seconded by, Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved via roll call vote resulting in the following. 

Ayes	  8	Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman McIlvaine, Councilman Merinuk, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Councilwoman Carter, Councilman Johnson
Nays	  0	
Absent	  1	Council President Parker
Councilman Fleming made a motion to approve the listed vouchers, seconded by Councilman Johnson. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 
Reports
Committee Reports: Councilman Merinuk– Public Safety- Councilman Merinuk explained that on Monday they had a successful public safety meeting and discussed several issues within the City such as speeding and presence on Broad Street. Chief Ryan was there and was very helpful. We will be meeting periodically moving forward.

Councilman Fleming – Councilman Fleming had nothing to report on finance. Councilman Fleming explained the carbon filters at the water treatment plant arrived last week and were placed inside the building for connection to the treatment system and will hopefully be operational in the near future
Councilman McIlvaine– Economic Development – Councilman McIlvaine has read some questions about the Sketch Club building, and asked Mr. Leech to provide some updates on the structural integrity of the building. Mr. Leech responded and explained they are having a structural crack further evaluated. Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty hopes to have some updates on it at the next City Council meeting. 

Mayor’s Report:
Mayor Floyd – Mayor Floyd seconded what Councilman Fleming said about Mary Ellen Moore. It’s devastating news for the City of Woodbury. Mayor Floyd has had several dealings with her and expressed how lovely a person she was. She sends prayers and condolences to her family. Mayor Floyd congratulated Dr. Stanley El, this is the second year in the row he was nominated by Gloucester Count NAACP as mentor of the year. Mayor Floyd explained that the train is progressing. She was told the draft environmental statement is being prepared and should be ready for public hearing in November. Mayor Floyd explained that a plan for Halloween hasn’t  been made, but the CDC did recommend not to have gatherings. She said we are waiting to hear what direction the State takes. Mayor Floyd explained that school sports started this week and all of the seasons are shortened. If we are able to go out and celebrate Woodbury sports team, it would be encouraging for them.

Clerk’s Report:
Ms. Swanson –Ms. Swanson explained that the Census ends September 30th, and to please complete the Census if you haven’t already. She added that this is highest response rate t they have gotten in a few decades, but it is important to have the most representation. Ms. Swanson thanked the 21st Century Club, Success First, and the Woodbury Child Development Center for giving her an Appreciation Certificate for helping with the Celebrating Families Day.  

Solicitor’s Report
Mr. Scaffidi – Mr. Scaffidi explained that there were four properties scheduled for the public land sale. There was one group that came vacant property located at Block 102, Lot 12.01. The minimum bid was $500, that is what they offered, and what the property sold for. They provided the City with a 10% deposit and met the conditions of the sale. There will be a resolution at the next regular City Council meeting authorizing the sale of the property to them. Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty added that they will work to schedule more auctions to remove the remaining properties the City owns.

Department Reports
John Leech – Code Enforcement – Mr. Leech stated that Ms. Moore will be moving into the former Sunset Restaurant and is hoping to be up and running soon. Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty added that there is hard work going in, but we can only be successful if we support our businesses.

Erika Vardaxis – Engineer – Mrs. Vardaxis stated the Dam project is out for bid, which is scheduled for October 6th. We hope to award the bid at the October 14 City Council meeting. The Hunter Street DOT project plan is almost done, which they will then get sent to the DOT for final approval. Ms. Vardaxis added that we will begin on the 2020 local roads and water treatment once the budgets are approved. 

Bob Law – Finance – Mr. Law has no report tonight.

Chief Ryan – Police – Chief Ryan agreed that the public safety meeting was productive. One of the items coming out of that is the Straight to Treatment Program we are launching. It is an amazing outreach program for those struggling with addiction. It will be every Wednesday from 12 to 4 pm, at the Woodbury Police Station, and any person can walk in and get help. The addition numbers have been on the rise throughout the county, and this program gives someone the option to walk in and get sent directly to treatment. Chief Ryan is appreciative of the support from City Council, and the Gloucester County Prosecutors Office has provided funding and support. Councilman McIlvaine asked if this is the same program that deals with outstanding warrants. Chief Ryan responded and added that they will work with them and there is a plan in place. Councilman McIlvaine expressed his appreciation for this program. 

Michelle Yeager – Library – Ms. Yeager announced that kids and adult event flyers will go out this week. Thanked the Friends of the Woodbury Public Library for being able to have an exclusive virtual tour of the Eastern State Penitentiary on October 20 at 4 pm. There will not be a public link, please call the library if you are interested. She said that if anyone needs computer access to fill out census, the library is available. The next Board of Trustees meeting is September 28 at 5 pm and the link available on website.

Frank Brown – Administrator –  Mr. Brown explained that we issued an RPF in July for property and lawn maintenance. There were two proposals submitted, but they were not what we were expecting in regard to cost. Mr. Brown asked with Council’s permission to vote to reject the RPF’s under unfinished business and relook at this in the spring. 

Unfinished Business
None unfinished business at this time.

New Business

Mr. Brown asked Council to reject the bids for supplemental lawn maintenance, Councilman McIlvaine made a motion to reject bids for supplemental lawn maintenance, seconded by Councilman Johnson. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.


Open to the Public
Councilman McIlvaine made a motion to open to the public, seconded by Councilman Johnson  Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.

Jared Hunter – 23 North Drexel Street – Mr. Hunter asked why the salary ordinance and not in the beginning of the calendar year. Mr. Brown responded and said that is around the same time as last year. Mr. Hunter asked if there will be a public hearing on the release of the Sketch Club engineer’s report. Councilman McIlvaine responded and Mr. Scaffidi added that the final report is public information. Mr. Hunter asked for clarification. Councilman McIlvaine responded. Mr. Hunter thanked Chief Ryan for the Straight to Treatment program. Chief Ryan responded. Councilman Fleming added to Mr. Hunter’s first question.

Kaylyn Roger – 224 Delaware Street – Mrs. Roger asked in regard to the salary ordinance, who the City uses for third party compensation and who we compare market pay rates too. Mr. Law asked for clarification and Mrs. Roger answered. Mr. Law responded and explained that they look at neighboring municipalities, recommendations from the League of Municipalities, and on a case by case basis. Mrs. Roger asked for paperwork to see how that is decided. Mr. Law responded. Mrs. Roger asked what percentage of the positions are held by Woodbury residents. Mr. Law responded. Mrs. Rogers asked who filed the grant paperwork for the DVRPC grant; how the dollar figure was determined and what this provides the City. Mr. Leech responded.

Robert Butler – 534 Hunter Street – Mr. Butler asked Ms. Vardaxis to provide more details on the planned Hunter Street project. Ms. Vardaxis answered. Mr. Butler asked what part of Hunter Street will be worked on. Ms. Vardaxis responded. Mr. Butler expressed his concern with the low water levels in Stewart Lake and what will happen to the wildlife when it freezes. Ms. Vardaxis and Councilman Fleming responded and will look into the matter. 

Sandy Uzdavinis – 561 Hunter Street- Ms. Uzdavinis expressed her displeasure with the water levels and appearance of Stewart Lake. She asked what is being done to attract restaurants downtown. Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty responded. Ms. Uzdavinis asked why some of the vacant properties’ downtown haven’t been filled. Councilman Merinuk responded. Councilman McIlvaine also responded and explained how the real estate market has affected filling the businesses. Councilman Johnson added the need to focus on small businesses. 

Hearing no one, Councilman Merinuk made a motion to close to the public, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor.  Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.

Adjournment 
There being no further business, Councilman Johnson Hagerty made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman McIlvaine. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

______________________________
Cassidy Swanson, Acting City Clerk





NOTICE PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A 10:4-8(d) 
The items listed on this tentative agenda of the Mayor and Council President of the City of Woodbury constitutes the agenda to the extent known at the time of posting. Since this agenda is tentative, items may be added and/or deleted prior to the commencement of the meeting. Formal action may or may not be taken regarding each item listed on the final agenda.

