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City of Woodbury
City Council Meeting Agenda
Virtual Meeting
Link: https://bit.ly/3lQGXqX
September 9, 2020
Virtual Waiting Room Opens 6:00 p.m.
Meeting starts 6:30 p.m.


The meeting of September 9, 2020 was called to order by Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty at 6:37pm. Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a Moment of Reflection.
  
Open Public Meeting Statement
Ms. Swanson read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement. This is a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Woodbury.  Due notice of this meeting provided to the press and public by posting and publication of Resolution #20-05 adopted at the 2020 Reorganization Meeting on January 7, 2020. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Orders No. 107 and 108, which took effect on March 21, 2020. Due to these Executive Orders the City of Woodbury has made it possible for public participation in City Business via an electronic format as defined in the Open Public Meetings. The agenda for tonight’s meeting is being displayed on your screen. Or if you prefer, it can be found on the City of Woodbury’s website at www.woodbury.nj.us. Ms. Swanson then gave instruction on how the public sessions would be run, to ensure everyone who wishes to speak has a chance to do so. 

Roll Call:
Present: Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman McIlvaine, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Councilman Johnson, Councilman Merinuk, Mayor Floyd, Councilwoman Carter 
Absent: Council President Parker
Others Present: Acting City Clerk, Cassidy Swanson; Solicitor, Timothy Scaffidi; City Administrator, Franklin Brown; Housing Official, John Leech; CFO, Robert Law; Public Works Manager, Rich Leidy; Police Chief, Thomas Ryan; Engineer, Erika Vardaxis

Minutes  
Councilman Hagerty made a motion to approve the minutes of August 12th seconded by, Councilman Fleming. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Special Presentation
Mayor Floyd went over Proclamations previously given to Success First and the 21st Century Club for their Celebrating Families Day event on August 15, 2020. Jared Hunter, Pam Lewis, Dr. Stanley El and Councilwoman Miller expressed how well the event went, and how it helped the community.

Open to the Public for Agenda Items
Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty stated the meeting will be opened to the public for agenda items only. Since the meeting is being held virtually and some individuals are calling in, Ms. Swanson will read the agenda items aloud. Ms. Swanson then read the titles of the Resolutions. Ms. Swanson went on to give instructions again on how the public can be heard at this time. Councilman Hagerty made a motion to open to the public, seconded by Councilman Fleming. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Karen Chabot – Ms. Chabot stated that she is retiring and her last day working for the City of Woodbury is September 11th. She thanked City Council, and everyone employed at City Hall and for the City of Woodbury for being great co-workers for the last 14 years. Ms. Chabot is sad to leave, but excited to start her new journey in South Carolina. 

Jared Hunter – 23 North Drexel Street – Mr. Hunter added praise to Ms. Chabot and is excited for her to enjoy retirement. Mr. Hunter asked for the redevelopment areas mentioned in the two Pennoni agenda items to be explained. Mr. Brown and Mr. Leech explained both agenda items. Councilman Fleming asked about scope of the projects, and if they are able to go online. Mr. Leech explained that it is in the early stages and will be put online when it’s available. Mr. Hunter asked what Clean Communities is. Mr. Law explained the Clean Communities grant. Mr. Hunter asked who the Clean Communities Coordinator is. Mr. Law answered. Councilwoman Miller stated that some of the grant was scheduled to be used to fund  City wide community clean up day(s), which had to be postponed due to Covid-19 restrictions. Councilwoman Miller went on to say that when safe-the public will be alerted about the new date clean up day(s).

Kaylyn Rodgers – 24 Delaware Street – Mrs. Rogers asked about the cost of the contract with Pennoni and if we considered other groups. Mr. Brown answered and explained that Pennoni is our City Planner. Mrs. Rogers asked how we decided Pennoni to be our City Planner. Mr. Law answered and explained the RFP process. Mrs. Rodgers asked for further explanation. Mr. Law answered. Mrs. Rogers asked how long Pennoni has been a planner for the City. Mr. Law answered. Asked how the Registrar position is being hired and filled. Mr. Brown explained the process for the hiring of the Deputy Clerk. Ms. Swanson added additional information. Councilman Johnson asked about advertising the City Clerk position. Mr. Brown responded. Mrs. Rodgers asked if we are taking applications for open positions. Mr. Brown and Councilman Hagerty responded. Mrs. Rodgers asked for further explanation. Councilman Hagerty responded.

Summer Smith – 456 Griscome Drive – Mrs. Smith thanked City Council for including the Library’s roof in the Capital Bond. 

Hearing no one, Councilman Hagerty made a motion to close to the public, seconded by Councilman Johnson Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.

Resolutions, Ordinances 
ORDINANCE NO. 2329-20 BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE COMPLETION OF VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $1,301,675 THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $807,500; MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING Councilman Fleming presented the above titled ordinance. Ms. Swanson read the title of the ordinance. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt on second reading seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor Motion approved by a unanimous roll call vote.
ORDINANCE NO. 2330-20 BOND ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS EQUIPMENT AND THE COMPLETION OF VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE WATER AND SEWER UTILITY IN THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY; APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $935,000 THEREFOR; AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OR BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF UP TO $750,500; MAKING CERTAIN DETERMINATIONS AND COVENANTS; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN RELATED ACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE FOREGOING Councilman Fleming presented the above titled ordinance. Ms. Swanson read the title of the ordinance. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt on second reading seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor Motion approved by a unanimous roll call vote.
CONSENT AGENDA
RESOLUTION NO. 20-128 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY APPOINTING REGISTRAR FOR THE CITY OF WOODBURY 
RESOLUTION NO. 20-129 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF SITE ACCESS AGREEMENT TO ALLOW SHELL OIL PRODUCTS US AND/OR THEIR CONTRACTORS TO ACCESS PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF WOODBURY FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENVIRONMENTAL WELL DRILLING FOR ONGOING ASSESSMENT WORK FOR FORMER SERVICE STATION LOCATED AT 537 SOUTH EVERGREEN AVENUE, WOODBURY, NEW JERSEY  
RESOLUTION NO. 20-130 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH PENNONI TO PROVIDE REDEVELOPMENT INVESTIGATION AND PLANNING SERVICES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE FOR THE RED BANK AVENUE STATION OPPORTUNITY ZONE NEIGHBORHOOD WALK SHED STUDY 
RESOLUTION NO. 20-131 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES WITH PENNONI TO PROVIDE REDEVELOPMENT INVESTIGATION AND PLANNING SERVICES 
RESOLUTION NO. 20-132 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY TO REIMBURSE TAX PAYMENT BLOCK 173 LOT 3 564 HUNTER STREET 
RESOLUTION NO. 20-133 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEMS OF REVENUE IN THE BUDGET OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY PURSUANT TO N.J.S. 40A:4-87 (CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948)
END CONSENT AGENDA

Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as read at the beginning of the meeting, seconded by, Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved via roll call vote resulting in the following. 
Ayes	  8	Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman McIlvaine, Councilman Merinuk, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Councilwoman Carter, Councilman Johnson
Nays	  Councilman Johnson on Resolution No. 20-130, Councilman Johnson on Resolution No. 20-131	
Absent	  1	Council President Parker
Councilman Fleming made a motion to approve the listed vouchers, seconded by Councilman Hagerty. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 
Reports
Committee Reports: Councilman Fleming – The Finance Committee met in August and the recommendations regarding the capital projects for FY2021 are on the agenda. It does require us to provide a five-year capital plan. The plan is not fully solidified but you can get a copy of it.

Councilman Hagerty– Councilman McIlvaine and I will have a prepared report for the second meeting, on September 23. 

Mayor’s Report:
Mayor Floyd  thanked everyone for agreeing with the proclamation. She shared that Matt Campo just completed a project for his Eagle Scout Badge and would like to put that out on social media and present him with a proclamation. Councilman Hagerty agreed. Mayor Floyd commended Public Works for doing an amazing job while they are short staffed. She welcomed our newest alligator decoy in Bell Lake to help with the geese issue.

Clerk’s Report:
Ms. Swanson – Since our last City Council meeting there were four special event permits approved. Also, as said earlier, this Friday, September 11th is our Registrar, Karen Chabot’s last day.

Department Reports
John Leech – Code Enforcement – For the month of August we sent out 24 notices of order, signed 29 court summonses, completed 82 housing inspections, removed three abandoned vehicles for private property. 

Erika Vardaxis – Engineer –Ms. Vardaxis – The Broad Street Dam project will be going out to bid and they’re due on October 6. We will hopefully have the project awarded at the October 14 Council meeting. 

Bob Law – Finance – Mr. Law – The City is refunding our 2009 bonds and tomorrow will be the official bond closing. The amount remaining on the 2009 bonds, which is payable over the next 9 years is $3,270,000. $1,500,000 is under the general capital side, the remaining amount of $2,760,000 is the utility portion. We received a significant amount of savings due to the reduction of the interest rate and that amount is $344,000. During the refinancing process the City received an updated bond rating from Standard Impores, and we held our bond rating of AA. It did include a negative outlook due to the decreasing surplus balance, but that was expected. 

Chief Ryan – Police – Kelli Marro – No report at this time.

Councilman Fleming – Public Works Department –  We are expecting the arrival of our carbon contactors, which is earlier than expected.

Michelle Yeager – Library – Thank you to approving the bond to fix the Library roof. We are continuing September items mentioned at the last meeting. We received a grant from the Cultural Heritage Community earlier in the year, it was put off because of the Covid-19. Now, with the grant we will be doing free art classes for adults. Will also be doing a be virtual art gallery and Adulting 101 series for teens. We will continue our take and make classes for adults. Mayor Floyd about board member info on website. Ms. Swanson will update information on our website.

Frank Brown – Administrator – Public Works has been doing a great job and is appreciative of the kind works. There will be updates to the policy manual later this year. Some of these policies could be involved with the Parks and Recreation committee to focus on child safety. Tomorrow, we will celebrate for Karen, and help celebrate her moving to South Carolina.

Unfinished Business
None at this time

New Business

Open to the Public
Councilman Hagerty made a motion to open to the public, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.
Jared Hunter- 24 North Drexel Street – Mr. Hunter thanked Chief Ryan for connecting him with officer Alcott to incorporate the police with the community task force and congratulated him on the birth of his child. Mr. Hunter also thanked the 21st Century Club for asking him to be a part of it and being able to help students to be engaged in the community. Chief Ryan responded.

Pam Lewis – 115 West Street- Mrs. Lewis  thanked Karen for being a great co-worker and helping to add to family atmosphere at City Hall. Mrs. Lewis is super grateful to have had Karen in her life. Mr. Leech thanked Mrs. Lewis for a beautiful speech and wished Karen the best of luck.

Charles Hughes – 31 North Childs Street – Mr. Hughes explained how the Woodbury Child Development Center has been active during Covid-19. Mr. Hughes brought up his concerns about an event on August 26th at Wing-Dickerson Park, and how he believes it was unsafe. He has been communicating with Jared Hunter about forming a sport activity group for the sports team in the City of Woodbury. Mr. Hughes is disappointed with not receiving a response a response from City Council regarding his email on the event. Councilman Hagerty and Councilman Fleming responded. Mr. Brown responded and is working to make sure if there are events that they are put on correctly. 

Nicholas Canizares – 62 Dubois Avenue – Mr. Canizares asked how many attendees are listening. Ms. Swanson responded. Mr. Canizares asked when the City Council meetings will be going back to in-person. Mr. Brown and Mr. Leech responded. Mr. Canizares explained he has had issues with the West Deptford Construction Office and wanted to know if other people have had issues and if we are saving money by using the West Deptford Construction Office. Mr. Leech responded and told him to reach out to him directly. Mr. Canizares stated that the City of Woodbury has a poor tax rate and asked if there is a way to improve the rate during next year’s budget. Councilman Hagerty responded and did a brief explanation of ratables. Mr. Canizares asked  for more specifies to if we are looking into the issues. Councilman Hagerty responded.

Councilwoman Carter responded back to a comment Mr. Hughes had previously made and stated that she is looking to create a committee to improve the sports teams.

Jared Hunter – 23 North Drexel Street  – Mr. Hunter wanted to follow up on Mr. Hughes point and said Woodbury Heart and Soul would love to help improve the sports teams any way they can. He also agreed with Mr. Hughes on the event on August 26th was disappointed with the lack of safety precautions. Councilwoman Carter responded. Councilwoman O’Connor added that there are some events that don’t go through the proper channels to get approved and we need to make sure that events go through the proper channels. Councilwoman O’Conner is pleased that this conversation is taking place.

Kaylyn rogers- 224 Delaware Street – Mrs. Rogers said she previously asked if we would post the meetings on public forums, like YouTube and wanted to know if we looked into it. Councilman Hagerty answered. Mrs. Rogers said regarding ratables, have we been able to buy these properties. Councilman Hagerty responded. Mrs. Roger asked for further explanation. Councilman Hagerty responded. Mrs. Rogers asked who takes cares of the little league fields and why do they look unkempt. Mr. Brown, Mr. Leech and Mayor Floyd responded. Mrs. Rogers asked why we furloughed Public Works employees when there is work that needs to be done. Councilman Hagerty responded. 

Tony Alveario – 522 Delaware Street – Mr. Alveario explained that while riding his bike, he had an accident due to issues with the sidewalk and wants to know if we have a service to look into the issue. Councilman Hagerty asked for clarification. Mr. Alveario responded and said it took place near 164 Delaware Street. Mayor Floyd and Mr. Leech responded. 

Chuck Rose – 306 West Centre Street – Mr. Rose agrees with Councilman Hagerty in that if we want to discuss problems, we need to bring solutions because we all want the same thing, to improve Woodbury. Mr. Rose stated in regard to furloughs, that in neighboring towns, volunteers take care of the sports fields. Mr. Rose agrees that we need to build communication to get all of the sports teams to work together. Mr. Rose stated that people should look at how much of our taxes go to the school and to ask the School Board what they are doing with our tax dollars.
Hearing no one, Councilman Merinuk made a motion to close to the public, seconded by Councilman Johnson Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.

Adjournment 
There being no further business, Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote. Meeting adjourned at 8:31p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

______________________________
Cassidy Swanson, Acting City Clerk








NOTICE PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A 10:4-8(d) 
The items listed on this tentative agenda of the Mayor and Council President of the City of Woodbury constitutes the agenda to the extent known at the time of posting. Since this agenda is tentative, items may be added and/or deleted prior to the commencement of the meeting. Formal action may or may not be taken regarding each item listed on the final agenda.

