


MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
July 22, 2020 at 6:30 pm
Electronically via Zoom Electronic Webinar 

Due to technical difficulties with the platform Zoom, which was used to record the July 22nd City Council Meeting, the video and audio files are corrupt and unplayable.

The meeting of July 22, 2020 was called to order by Council President Parker at 6:31pm. Council President Pro-Tempore Hagerty led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a Moment of Reflection.
  
Open Public Meeting Statement
Ms. Fuss read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement. This is a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Woodbury.  Due notice of this meeting provided to the press and public by posting and publication of Resolution #20-05 adopted at the 2020 Reorganization Meeting on January 7, 2020. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Orders No. 107 and 108, which took effect on March 21, 2020. Due to these Executive Orders the City of Woodbury has made it possible for public participation in City Business via an electronic format as defined in the Open Public Meetings. The agenda for tonight’s meeting is being displayed on your screen. Or if you prefer, it can be found on the City of Woodbury’s website at www.woodbury.nj.us. Ms. Fuss then gave instruction on how the public sessions would be run, to ensure everyone who wishes to speak has a chance to do so. 

Roll Call:
Present: Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman Johnson, Councilman McIlvaine, Councilman Merinuk, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Council President Parker, Mayor Floyd
Absent: Councilwoman Carter, Councilman Johnson
Others Present: City Clerk, Daneen Fuss; Solicitor, Timothy Scaffidi; City Administrator, Franklin Brown; Housing Official, John Leech; CFO, Robert Law; Tax Collector, Theresa Mulvenna; Public Works Manager, Rich Leidy; Police Chief, Thomas Ryan; Engineer, Erika Vardaxis

Minutes  
Councilman Fleming made a motion to approve the minutes of July 08th seconded by, Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Open to the Public for Agenda Items
Council President Parker stated the meeting will be opened to the public for agenda items only. She reminded everyone that budget comments will be accepted during the budget public hearing. Since the meeting is being held virtually and some individuals are calling in, Ms. Fuss will read the agenda items aloud. Ms. Fuss then read the titles of the Resolutions. Ms. Fuss went on to give instructions again on how the public can be heard at this time. Councilman Merinuk made a motion to open to the public, seconded by, Councilman Hagerty. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Hearing no one, Councilwoman O’Connor made a motion to close to the public, seconded by, Councilwoman Miller. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.
Resolutions, Ordinances
Finance & Public Safety 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-114 GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE UNITED STATES EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION’S 
ENFORCEMENT GUIDANCE ON THE CONSIDERATION OF ARREST AND CONVICTION RECORDS IN EMPLOYMENT DECISIONS UNDER TITLE VII OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 Ms. Fuss read the title of the resolution. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-115 seconded by Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.

RESOLUTION NO. 20-115 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING THE BUDGET TO BE READ BY TITLE ONLY Ms. Fuss read the title of the resolution. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-115 seconded by Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.


Budget Presentation by Bowman & Co. 

Mr. Cesaro reviewed the overall budget of the City of Woodbury including the Levy, revenues and expenditures. He also reviewed the grants, state aid and amount to be raised by taxes. Mr. Cesaro then went over the revenue and appropriations for the water/sewer budget. Mr. Cesaro then opened the floor for Council to ask questions. Councilman Merinuk asked if the interest rates are dropping for debt service the same as a mortgage? Mr. Cesaro replied. Councilman Hagerty asked for Mr. Cesaro to explain to the residents how the city can lose ratables. Mr. Cesaro replied and explained the importance of moving the budget process forward. 

Public Hearing on the Introduced Municipal Budget
Councilman Merinuk made a motion to open the floor to the public for budget questions only, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kaylyn Roger 64 Delaware Street – Mrs. Roger asked how the budget up for adoption as it was only published on the website yesterday. She also asked about the 2 line items regarding the elections and why there are 2? Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Roger asked if the shade tree commission is completely covered by grants? Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Roger asked if that line item can be cut down since there are other things that need to be done. Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Roger asked what the Parks and Recreation budget is used for? Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Roger asked what are the unclassified funds that went from 1k to 12k? Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Roger asked if the school is paying for the SRO? Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Rogers asked if the council and the mayor are willing to take a reduction in pay to offset the budget? Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Roger asked if the additional properties purchased by the city affects our ratables. Mr. Law replied. Mrs. Roger asked if there a response in regard to the letter regarding the library funds that was sent to the council and the Mayor? Mayor Floyd replied. 
Christine Meagher 17 N. Jackson Street – Ms. Meagher spoke regarding her role at the library and how the funds that come from the city are used to enrich the public. She asked for the funds to be matched with the 2017 library budget which would increase the current introduced budget 15,000.

Jared Hunter 24 N. Hunter Street – Mr. Hunter expressed his concerns for the funding allocations for the library. 

Jessica Ferguson 124 S. American Street – Mrs. Ferguson would like the budget vote be postponed as she feels the budget should have been made available on the website. She also stated she would like the budget for the library to be increased so the library can operate effectively and offer services that the citizens need. 

Summer Smith 456 Griscom Drive – Mrs. Smith stated concerns about the Gather Building. She then went on to list the services available at the library. She also asked for the library’s budget to be increased. 

John Fulmer 548 Hunter Street – Mr. Fulmer urges the City Council to take into account maintenance costs when performing infrastructure improvements. 

Michelle Yeagher 320 Edith Avenue – Ms. Yeagher stated the library treasurer, Mr. Ferguson, met with the city administration in June and Ms. Yeagher sent out an email to the administration and council. Council can reach out to the library at any time. 

Paul Ferguson 124 S. American Street – Mr. Ferguson is the Treasurer of the Friends of the Library group which offsets the funds not provided to the library by the City. He also asked that the City Council to increase the library’s budget.

Catherine Kaiser 1147 Tatum Street – Mrs. Kaiser stated she has frequented the library and stated there are many services available there and believes their services are very valuable.

Councilman Hagerty made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote. 


RESOLUTION NO. 20-121 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AMENDING THE BUDGET OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY
Ms. Fuss read the title of the resolution. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-121, seconded by Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved via roll call vote resulting in the following. 

Ayes	  6	Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman Merinuk, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Council President Parker
Nays	  1 	Councilman McIlvaine
Absent	  2	Councilwoman Carter, Councilman Johnson



RESOLUTION NO. 20-101 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY ADOPTING THE 2020 ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY
Ms. Fuss read the title of the resolution. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-101, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved via roll call vote resulting in the following. 

Ayes	  6	Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman Merinuk, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Council President Parker
Nays	  1 	Councilman McIlvaine
Absent	  2	Councilwoman Carter, Councilman Johnson

Begin Consent Agenda
RESOLUTION NO. 20-116 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF WOODBURY AND THE COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE OCTOBER 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021
RESOLUTION NO. 20-117 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF INTEREST AND STOP PAYMENT FEE BALANCE ON TAX ACCOUNT 823 TATUM ST BLOCK 175 LOT 2

RESOLUTION NO. 20-118 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE  CITY OF WOODBURY RESCINDING RESOLUTION 20-107 AND APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION AND TO EXECUTE A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE FY2021 MUNICIPAL AID PROJECT HEREINAFTER KNOWN AS PROGRESS AVENUE MILLING & OVERLAY

RESOLUTION NO. 20-119 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY ESTABLISHING A 5-YEAR MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF ROAD OPENING PERMITS FOR THE PORTIONS OF THE ROADS RESURFACEDAS PART OF THE FY2018 LOCAL ROAD MILLING & OVERLAY PROJECT FROM AUGUST 30, 2019 THROUGH AUGUST 29, 2024

End Consent Agenda

Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as read at the beginning of the meeting, seconded by, Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved via roll call vote resulting in the following. 

Ayes	  7	Councilman Fleming, Councilman Hagerty, Councilman McIlvaine, Councilman Merinuk, Councilwoman Miller, Councilwoman O’Connor, Council President Parker
Nays	  0 	
Absent	  2	Councilwoman Carter, Councilman Johnson

Councilman Fleming made a motion to approve the listed vouchers, seconded by Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Reports
Committee Reports:
No committee reports at this time.

Mayor’s Report:
Mayor Floyd has no report at this time. 

Clerk’s Report:
Ms. Fuss reminded Council, their Financial Disclosure Statements are due no later than July 31st. 

Department Reports
Bob Law – Finance – Mr. Law gave a full reasoning why the budget was adopted this evening. Councilman Hagerty stated going forward that he would like the budget to be posted to the website after the introduction. Mr. Law replied. 
John Leech – Code Enforcement – No report at this time. 
Chief Ryan – Police – Chief Ryan stated the Facebook account was down so they have created a new Facebook page. Please like and follow the page. The Police Department is doing well.
Erika Vardaxis – Engineer – Ms. Vardaxis gave a brief update on ongoing projects and welcomed any questions. 
Michelle Yeager – Library – Ms. Yeager stated as of Monday the building will be open to the public and will continue to provide curbside hours. She thanked Cassidy Swanson and the Public Works Department for coordinating Story Time in the Park. She informed everyone that Art in the Street began last week. She thanked everyone who spoke up on behalf of the library budget. She also thanked Mr. Law, Mr. Brown and City Council. 
Frank Brown – Administrator – Mr. Brown stated the Census reporting is low and a more intensive effort to make sure everyone is counted. The budget was a very tough decision. Thank you to everyone who spoke.

New Business
None at this time

Unfinished Business 
None at this time

Open to the Public
Councilman Hagerty made a motion to open the floor to the public for non-agenda items, seconded by Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote. 

Jared Hunter 23 N. Drexel St – Mr. Hunter thanked Mayor Floyd, Councilman Hagerty and Council President Parker for working alongside Woodbury Heart and Soul. He also thanked all public officials for being open and communicative. Mr. Hunter asked if there is anything the community can do for the city in regards to the Census. Cassidy Swanson responded. He asked if we knew what areas of the city were less responsive. Mayor Floyd responded. Councilman Hagerty stated he is happy to help. 

Kaylyn Roger 64 Delaware Street – Mrs. Roger spoke about the notice of the budget.

Summer Smith 456 Griscom Drive – Mrs. Smith spoke about the Census and how the library can assist.

Christine Meagher 17 N. Jackson Street – Ms. Meagher spoke about the Census.

Councilman Hagerty made a motion to close the floor, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 20-120 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WOODBURY AUTHORIZING A CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS MATTERS PERTAINING TO PERSONNEL Ms. Fuss read the title of the resolution. Councilman Fleming made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-120, seconded by Councilman Merinuk. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote. 

City Council entered executive session at 8:34 pm via conference call.
City Council returned to open session at 9:00 pm via the continuation of the zoom meeting. Councilman Hagerty made a motion to return to open session, seconded by Councilwoman O’Connor. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote.

Council President Parker noted that while in executive session, personnel matters took place but action on those items discussed will now be addressed in the public portion of the meeting.

RESOLUTION NO. 20-122 RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING A CITY ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE CITY OF WOODBURY Ms. Fuss read the title of the resolution. Councilman Merinuk made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-122, seconded by Councilman Hagerty. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote.
RESOLUTION NO. 20-123  RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE NON-REAPPOINTMENT OF CITY MUNICIPAL CLERK FOR THE CITY OF WOODBURY Council President Parker read the title of the resolution. Councilman Merinuk made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-122, seconded by Councilman Hagerty. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote.
RESOLUTION NO. 20-124 RESOLUTION APPOINTING CASSIDY SWANSON AS ACTING DEPUTY MUNICIPAL CLERK FOR THE CITY OF WOODBURY Council President Parker read the title of the resolution. Councilman Merinuk made a motion to adopt Resolution 20-122, seconded by Councilman Hagerty. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote.


Adjournment 
There being no further business, Councilman Fleming made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hagerty. Motion approved by a unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 9:07    p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

______________________________
DANEEN D. FUSS, City Clerk
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